
Guidance for Assessment and Feedback in English 

 

The aim of this guidance is to ensure consistency in assessment and feedback in English across the school. 

 

Learning Objectives and Success Criteria 

All work must be dated and contextualised with a clear  

learning objective and success criteria (see Supporting  

Guidance for Assessment for an explanation of terms). 

When children are working at self-regulatory level it  

may be appropriate for them to discuss and build the 

success criteria at the start of the lesson with the teacher.  

Marking against the success criteria is highlighted with a  

tick (met), PM (partly met) and left blank (not met).  From  

Year 2 onwards the success criteria should contain two  

columns- one for teacher assessment and one for pupil self-assessment. 

 

Generic Marking Keys for KS1 and 2 

 

All teachers should follow these generic marking keys which are stuck into the front of books. This should 

also be enlarged and displayed at the front of classrooms. 

 What our teacher’s feedback means 

 

NB. Reception teachers should introduce the KS1 marking key for children working on Read Write Inc. green 

story books and above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can use rhyme  

I can use words that start with the 

same letter (alliteration) 

 

I can use words that sound like their 

meaning (onomatopoeia) 

 

I can correctly punctuate my poem  

Pentagon- learning something 

new 

 

 

 

You will benefit from working 

towards the success criteria 

for this task again. Your 

teacher will go back and re-

teach the task to help you 

improve. 

Square- securing learning 

 

 

 

You will consolidate the learning 

linked to the success criteria. 

Your teacher may ask you to give 

another example or give you a 

reminder for how to complete 

the task.  

Arrow- extension and challenge 

 

 

 

You have shown you understand 

this learning. Your learning 

feedback will challenge you to 

explain your thinking or apply 

your understanding in a different 

context.  

KS1 Marking Key 

Correct use of punctuation  

 

 

Punctuation missing or used 

incorrectly 

 

 

 

Don’t forget spaces between 

words 

 

 

 

Correct this spelling 

 
     

Insert missing word here 

 
 

LO: I am learning to write a poem with 

a pattern 



 

KS2 Marking Key 

Don’t forget spaces between 

words 
 

 

 

Punctuation missing or used 

incorrectly 

 

 

Correct this spelling  

 

Insert missing word here 

 

 

New paragraph here 

 

     

Writing is unclear here 

    ? 
Check use of grammar here 

 
    G 

 

 

Marking Pens 

Teacher marks in red pen. All response work from pupils is written in green pen. 

 

Verbal Feedback 

During the lesson teacher feedback to pupils should focus primarily on relating to the learning objective and success 

criteria. Where verbal feedback is given and an edit is made by the pupil this should always be in green pen. It is 

therefore not necessary to write ‘VF’ in books. 

 

Marking Closed Tasks  

Wherever possible children should, led by the teacher, self-mark closed tasks. This should be done in green pen. This 

will include the marking of spellings, closed tasks in grammar (e.g. circle the adverbs in this sentence) and 

punctuation (e.g. correctly punctuate the sentence). Self-marking needs to be checked daily by the teacher. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Observations and Recording 

Much of children’s learning will take place through practical tasks and speaking and listening activities (e.g. drama 

and role-play). To capture and comment on this learning the teacher should take a photo and ask the children to 

reflect on the learning that has taken place in the picture. Children must demonstrate they can engage with the 

learning through a follow up question which accompanies the photo. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

End of the day marking expectations 

All books should be marked daily: 

• Teacher marks work against the success criteria 

• Teacher also uses the generic marking key  

• Teacher then gives symbol for feedback which identifies if children need to improve (task level), consolidate 

(process level) or extend (self-regulatory level).  

• Learning feedback symbols are used for all SPaG tasks and feedback for all long writing. 

• Long writing tasks should also be marked with red pen diagnostic comments.  

 

Task level 

(Improve- go back and 

re-teach) 

 

 

Process level 

(Consolidate- reminder/ 

steps /another example) 

 

 

 

Self-regulatory level 

(Extend- apply, challenge, 

reason or self-assess)  

 

 

This will determine the pitch and focus of the lesson for the following day. Once children’s work has been checked 

the teacher will decide which pupils will need focused intervention and teaching at the beginning of the next lesson 

(5 – 10 minutes).   

 

Year 1- For children in Key Stage 1 who are learning to read and write, the majority of feedback is given orally. In 

addition, teachers may write comments in their books explaining what they are saying as they write.  

 

Children will spend 5-10 minutes at the start of the lesson on a feedback challenge (see examples below).   

The class teacher will ‘catch and intervene’ with the focus group. In Year 1 there will just be two symbols; either a 

star to indicate working with the class teacher or a square to respond to a process level task. This means all children 

working independently at tables will be responding to the same question. Throughout the year this may increase to 

the three levels of feedback.  

 

Year 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Children will spend 5-10 minutes at the start of the lesson on a feedback challenge (see examples below).   

The class teacher will ‘catch and intervene’ with the focus group.  

 

 

Marking Long Writing  

Marking against the success criteria is highlighted with a tick (met), PM (partly met) and left blank (not met). All 

pieces of long writing should be marked in-depth. 

What adjectives can you 

use to describe spaghetti? 



Setting next steps: 

� If a child meets some (process level) of the success criteria the feedback should prompt learners either 

through an example, steps or a reminder. 

� If a child meets all (self-regulatory level) of the success criteria the feedback should give a challenge or self-

assessment. 

� Child acknowledges their next step in Green Pen. 

� Red pen comments and green pen response questions should be introduced in Year 2 when a child can read 

at age expected level. For most children this will be at some point in Year 2.  

� Children’s green pen responses should be acknowledged and responded to by the teacher. 

� Ensure feedback given is targeted and don’t make too many corrections on a single piece of work. Too many 

corrections will be demotivating and confusing (e.g. marking numerous spelling mistakes in a long writing 

task. This should be noted by the teacher and inform planning and teaching). 

 

Examples of Feedback 

Feedback tasks are written up on the board alongside the marking symbol. Teacher uses a sentence stem 

(where appropriate) to help children structure their responses in green pen in their books.  

 

 Task level 

(Improve- go back and 

re-teach) 

 

 

Process level 

(Consolidate- reminder/ 

steps /another example) 

 

 

 

Self-regulatory level 

(Extend- apply, challenge, 

reason or self-assess)  

 

LO: I am learning to 

punctuate sentence 

with capital letters 

and full stops 

SC:  

I can use capital 

letters at the start of 

my sentences. 

I can use full stops at 

the end of my 

sentences. 

 

Pupil omits capital letters 

or full stops or puts them 

in the wrong place. 

 

Teacher will ‘catch and 

intervene’ on the carpet. 

Feedback task: Go and 

work with your teacher. 

Pupil uses a capital letter 

at the start of the 

sentence but omits full 

stops at the end.  

 

Feedback task:  Complete 

these sentences by putting 

the full stops in to separate 

one sentence from 

another. 

 

 

Pupil’s work demonstrates they 

have a high degree of 

proficiency in the task.  

 

Feedback task:  Explain why we 

need to use full stops in our 

writing. 

LO:  I am learning to 

write poems with a 

pattern (theme- a 

train ride) 

SC:  

I can use rhyme 

I can use words that 

start with the same 

letter (alliteration) 

I can use words that 

sound like their 

meaning 

(onomatopoeia)  

I can correctly 

punctuate my poem 

 

Pupil may have failed to 

use any alliteration or 

onomatopoeia.   

 

Teacher will ‘catch and 

intervene’ within the focus 

group and re-teach. 

Feedback task: Go and 

work with your teacher. 

Pupil’s work demonstrates 

some understanding of the 

task.  In this case they may 

have used correct 

punctuation throughout 

and used an example of 

alliteration, but not yet 

used onomatopoeia.   

 

Feedback task:  

Onomatopoeia is words 

which sound like their 

meaning. Look back at our 

examples on the working 

wall. Write down all the 

onomatopoeia examples 

you can think of 

onomatopoeia for the 

noise of a train. 

 

Pupil’s work demonstrates they 

have a high degree of 

proficiency in the task.  

 

Feedback task: Look back at 

your poem. List any examples 

of alliteration and 

onomatopoeia. 

 



LO: I am learning to 

write instructions (for 

making a bird feeder) 

SC: I can use 

sequencing 

vocabulary correctly 

I can put the 

instructions in the 

correct order 

I can use correct 

punctuation when I 

write my instructions 

Pupil has not used capital 

letters or descriptive 

vocabulary. 

 

Teacher will ‘catch and 

intervene’ with the focus 

group and re-teach. 

Feedback task: Go and 

work with your teacher. 

 

Pupil’s work demonstrates 

some understanding of the 

task.  In this case they have 

used sequencing 

vocabulary and ordered the 

process correctly. They are 

not punctuating their 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops. 

 

Feedback task: Every new 

sentence needs to start 

with a capital letter. Go 

back and check this is 

done.  

 

Pupil’s work demonstrates they 

have a high degree of 

proficiency in the task.  

 

Feedback task: Explain what 

would happen if you didn’t use 

sequencing vocabulary in your 

instructions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: I am learning to 

write a character 

profile (for a wolf) 

SC: 

I can describe my 

character’s 

appearance 

I can describe my 

character’s 

characteristics 

I can use full stops 

and capital letters 

accurately. 

I can write sentences 

that make sense. 

 Pupil’s work demonstrates 

some understanding of the 

task.  In this case they have 

described their character’s 

characteristics and used full 

stops and capital letters 

correctly but some of the 

sentences don’t make 

sense. 

 

Teacher will ‘catch and 

intervene’ on the carpet. 

Feedback task: Teacher 

uses a couple of sentences 

from the pupil’s writing 

and models how they 

would redraft it to make it 

make sense. 

Pupil’s work demonstrates they 

have a high degree of 

proficiency in the task.  

 

Feedback task: Summarise 

below the important features 

of a writing a character profile.  

 

 

Example of ppt slide:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing and evidencing maste 

 

 

     

Come and work with me. 

 

Onomatopoeia is words which sound like their meaning. Look back at our examples on 

the working wall. Write down all the onomatopoeia examples you can think of 

onomatopoeia for the noise of a train. 

Onomatopoeia words for a train: 

Look back at your poem. List any examples of alliteration and  

onomatopoeia. 

Alliteration words: 
 

Onomatopoeia words: 

 



 

Check it, Beat it, Prove it 

To develop and evidence mastery across the curriculum teachers will use the evidence in pupil’s books, as 

well as Check it, Beat it and Prove it activities. Each activity will be clearly linked to an end of year 

objective. Children should complete 1 of each activity per week. 

 

Check it 

Check it is a process level question designed to check if pupils can recall knowledge from previous lessons. 

 
 

Beat it 

Beat it is a timed challenge, used to access pupil’s rapid and accurate recall.  

 

 
Prove it 

Prove it is a self-evaluation task designed to assess pupil's recall and explanation of previous teaching 

 



 
 

Redrafting 

Every piece of long writing provides the opportunity for re-drafting. When marking a piece of long writing to be re-

drafted teachers should mark in line with the redrafting code.  

 

To make the task purposeful and manageable you might choose to:  

• Select just one paragraph for redrafting as opposed to the whole piece of writing.  

• Choose one focus for the redrafting e.g. ‘to paint a better picture’ or ‘to ensure it makes sense’.  

 

All pupil books from Year 2- Year 6 will have the redrafting code stuck onto the inside cover of books. Teachers 

model to the children how they would take a piece of writing that has been marked using the redrafting code and 

improve it. They then give time for the children to redraft the marked parts of their writing.  

 

 

 

 

To then mark a redraft teachers are expected to: 

� Give a red pen comment stating how successful they have been with their re-drafting 

� Give red pen feedback linked to LO and SC either: 

• Example 

• Steps 

• Reminder 

• challenge 

Teacher will finally respond to the GPR with an acknowledgement. 

 

Handwriting Feedback 

Marking should be timely and relevant. Teaching staff should give immediate feedback during handwriting lessons, 

modelling correct formation and joins in pupil’s books before giving an opportunity for the pupil to practise. Teacher 

handwriting in pupil’s books is expected to follow the Penpals Sassoon font at the end of year expectations for their 

Redraft your writing to… 

 

have better pace and flow 

 

 

 

 

paint a better picture 

 

 

 

 

ensure it make sense 
        . 
 

be more appropriate for your 

audience A 



year group. We expect all staff to work towards using the school font as consistently as possible (see Handwriting 

Policy).  

 

Presentation Guidance for English 

• All sheets of paper to be stuck in on the lines. 

• Learning feedback ‘star, square or circle’ to be printed on a sticker and stuck into book (see below). 

• Materials chosen for drawings or paintings must be of a high quality e.g. charcoal, chalks, watercolours, 

drawing pencils. No felt tips. 

• Paper for drawing/ painting on should be of high quality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of page layout: 

   
 

 

 

This guidance is an ongoing working document and will be evaluated every term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


